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Open House, Wednesday, October 9th

Open House is scheduled for Wednesday, October 9th. This is an
excellent chance for families (both kids and adults) to visit
classrooms and connect with teachers. After families visit
classrooms, you’ll be given a class passport your family can
redeem for a pizza dinner in the cafeteria. Classrooms will be
open from 5:45-6:45 and pizza will be served in the cafeteria
6:00-7:00. Howard hosts a school-wide Title I Program. As such,
this evening will also provide families with an opportunity to learn
more about the academic services provided through Title I. A
presentation will be offered at 6:00 in the library and families are
encouraged to attend. Hope to see you there!
Crosswalk Safety
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
children ages 16 and under are the most at-risk for getting hit
while crossing the street. In order to protect students from
dangerous and life-threatening accidents, it’s essential that
drivers yield to pedestrians crossing the street at intersections,
even when a crossing guard is not present.

Our school receives federal funds for Title I programs that are
part of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(ESEA), as amended by Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015
(ESSA). Throughout the school year, we will continue to provide
you with important information about this law and your child's
education.
We are very proud of our teachers and feel they are ready for
the coming year and we are prepared to give your child a highquality education. As a Title I school, we rnust meet federal
regulations related to teacher qualifications as defined in
ESEA/ESSA. Under these regulations, you have the right to
request information regarding the professional qualifications of
your child's classroom teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s). If you
request this information, the district or school will provide you with
the following as soon as possible.

•

•

Pause Parking Lane
Thank you to families who are helping keep our busy end-of-day
dismissal safe for students. We appreciate families who are
remembering to stay in their cars while in the pause parking lane
and continuing to move forward as space becomes available,
which helps to keep traffic moving.
And since we know there are limited parking spaces in our
parking lot, outside of arrival times (7:15am-8:10am) and
dismissal time (1:50pm-2:35pm), families and volunteers are
welcome to park in the pause parking lane.

Sign up for Strings! For 4th and 5th graders!
String Academy is a fun and exciting opportunity for your child to
learn to play the violin, viola, or cello! The teachers are
wonderful, and the Eugene-Springfield Youth Orchestras (ESYO)
offers classes right here at school. Classes meet from 2:30-3:25pm
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and scholarships are available
for any family that needs one. And they provide the instruments!
Everyone is a beginner, and classes are taught at a relaxed
pace. By the end of the year children who had never even held
a violin before can play songs and read music. There are so
many benefits to learning an instrument! Students gain selfconfidence, learn responsibility, and experience the joy of
making music. They perform for their schools, and twice a year,
all of the classes come together to play in one grand orchestra
with over 100 players! It is a unique and wonderful experience.
Check with the office for the schedule and find out more
here: https://esyorchestras.org/programs/string-academy-i/ or
call ESYO at 541-484-0473.
String Academy opens the door to the joy of making music, with
benefits that can last a lifetime!

Title I Program

•

Whether the teacher meets state qualifications and
licensing requirements for the grade level and subject
he/she is teaching,
Whether the teacher received an emergency or
conditional
certificate
through
which
state
qualifications were waived, and
What undergraduate or graduate degrees the teacher
holds, including major(s) or area(s) of concentration
and the area of endorsement.

We are happy to provide you with the above-mentioned
information in a timely manner, upon your request. We look
forward to the year ahead and welcome your partnership in the
important job of educating the children of our community.
Continuous communication between home and school is key to
the success of our educational program. As parents/guardians,
you are encouraged to be actively involved in your child's
education by talking to your child about school, volunteering
whenever possible, and participating in school/district activities!
If you have specific questions about this notification, please
contact your school's principal. If you have any additional
questions about ESSA and its impact on schools, please contact
Jeff Johnson, Federal Programs Administrator for Eugene School
District 4J at 541-790-7559, or visit rvww.ed.gov/nclb.
Title I Program
The Eugene 4j School District administers both reading and math
assessments to each of our students three times a year ~ fall,
winter, and spring. Students scoring below the 20th percentile
may be recommended, by the building-level team, to receive
instructional interventions in reading and/or math. Students
receiving interventions will have their progress monitored during
regular intervals. At our school, all students receive 90 minutes of
reading instruction and 60 minutes of instruction in the area of
mathematics, each day. Parents/guardians will be notified if
their child is recommended to receive additional reading or
math instruction.

Mr. Matt’s Memos

Messages for Students

Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt is noted for saying, “In any moment
of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next
best thing is the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is
nothing.” This quote comes to mind often at the start of a new
school year when I feel like I am juggling a ton of requests and
having to make a lot of new decisions. Like most teachers who
care about their jobs, I find it difficult to shake off making
mistakes that I make in my decision-making. I find myself up at
night asking all the “what ifs” and wondering had I not messed
up if things would have been better. I sure would be able to
have a better night’s rest. Dwelling on mistakes for some of us
can be debilitating and we often avoid situations where we
perceive we may fail. I know I have. Teddy understood this and
his message reframes my thinking when I am wide-awake at
2:00am. I have to start remembering that what I perceive as a
failure is an opportunity to learn and grow. Taking the time to
reflect on my decision, whether right or wrong, gives me the
opportunity to better myself. By doing nothing, it takes away this
growing opportunity and this is what I believe Roosevelt was
trying to say. For all of us, keep trying, keep working hard, keep
reflecting on the decisions we make, learn from our mistakes,
learn from the mistakes of others, and most importantly don’t just
sit back and do nothing! So the next time you catch yourself
awake at night and frustrated with a mistake or wrong decision,
remember Teddy, and get the best night’s rest.

Please make sure that your child knows what they will be
expected to do when the school day is over before they leave
home in the morning. Staff is not available to hand deliver
messages throughout the day and when the bell rings at the end
of the school day it becomes quite difficult to reach individual
children that we have taken messages for. It is also very
disruptive to the teachers and students when phone calls are
made to the class at the end of the day. We will be happy to
deliver messages in an EMERGENCY situation. Below are the
direct lines to the classrooms if there is an urgent situation and
you need to leave a message. Please keep in mind that the
teachers leave their phones on voicemail and may not check
messages until after the school day.

Student Attendance
Early Arrival Supervision in Cafeteria & Playground - 7:25 - 7:50
Classes begin - 7:55
Regular Dismissal - 2:25, Friday Dismissal - 1:10
We recommend arriving at least 10 minutes before 7:55. The
parking lot becomes very crowded as 7:55 approaches.
Students arriving after 7:55 are considered late and must report
to the office prior to going to class.
Reporting an Absence:
To leave a voice message - 541-790-4940

Shelly Silver

541-790-4919

Robin Vaughan

541-790-4920

Savannah Consolo

541-790-4956

Jessy Corliss

541-790-4930

Megan Braud

541-790-4903

Jasmine Ward

541-790-4911

Nicole Kerins

541-790-4959

Angela Larsen

541-790-4906

Ashley Pond

541-790-4907

Charissa Charpie

541-790-4922

Natalie Niccum

541-790-4908

Allison Kreider

541-790-4913

Rhonda Lawson/Stephanie Peterson

541-790-4914

Justine Chunn

541-790-4916

Jenny Groshong

541-790-4917

Carla Zimmerman

541-790-4926

Imelda Cortez

541-790-4927

Lupe Callihan

541-790-4915

Suzy Rock

541-790-4918

For an absence to be excused, parents must contact the school
within 48 hours of an absence. Pre-planned absences for family
trips, etc. may be excused if arranged in advance and the
student has otherwise maintained regular attendance.

Be Safe, Feel Safe, Bookmark SafeOregon

Office Hours: Regular Office Hours - 7:30 - 3:00, Friday - 7:30 - 2:00
Contact information: Main Office Phone: 541-790-4900, Fax: 541790-4905
Reminder of Student Pick Up Time

To help students feel safe and be safe, 4J schools are offering
the SafeOregon tip line as another way to report any student or
school safety concern. The tip line is always open and tips can
be submitted either online (https://app.safeoregon.com/), by
email (tip@safeoregon.com), text or call (1-844-472-3367), or
through the Apple or Android app. Learn more at
http://www.safeoregon.com

Students must be picked up between 2:25 and 2:30 p.m. on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.On Friday, when
school dismisses at 1:10 students must be picked up by
1:15.After-school
supervision
is
not
provided
after
dismissal.Please make sure that your child is picked up from
school by these times each day unless your child rides the bus or
goes to an after-school program at Howard. Students still at
school after the times listed above will be brought to the office
to call home for pickup, and you or another person you have
authorized will need to come into the school office to sign them
out.

The office staff IS NOT available to supervise children after
2:30 or 1:15 on Fridays.
Thank you for your attention to this schedule to help ensure your
child is safe and supervised at all times. If you have any
questions, please contact principal, Allan Chinn at (541) 7904900. Working together, we can provide your child with a
successful and safe school experience.

Nearby Nature's Haunted Hike
Celebrate night creatures! Enjoy a pumpkin-lit hike in Alton Baker
Park and meet an entertaining costumed bat, frog, spider, owl,
and more. Also enjoy fun crafts, snacks, games, and a raffle -plus a display of cool raptor claws and wings from the Cascades
Raptor Center. Rain or moonshine, Friday, October 18, 5:30-9 pm,
Alton Baker Park. Members free, non-members $5/person. Preregistration REQUIRED online: nearbynature.org/registration.
Questions? 541-687-9699

Library News!
Welcome back to books :) Our students were so excited to start
participating in library again. You may start seeing library books
coming home soon :) Please encourage your child/children to
keep their library book(s) in a safe place away from small
siblings, pets and food & liquids. Our check out period is 1 week,
as a school wide policy books are asked to be returned before
another maybe checked out. If your child would like to "read
their book again", we have "renew" slips in our classrooms. I will
send notices out via email for overdue books as requested by
several of our parents.
When does my child have library class?
Monday Classes; Lawson/Peterson, Charpie, Kerins, Vaughan
Tuesday Classes; Pre-K, Cortez, Gates, Rock
Wednesday Classes; Groshong, Life Skill, Consolo, Callihan
Thursday Classes; Kreider, Zimmerman, Braud, Larsen,
Friday Classes; Niccum, Chunn, Silver, Pond, Ward, Corliss
OBOB
Oregon
Battle
of
the
books
https://www.oregonbattleofthebooks.org/ has started in our
school library. Please see the link for details of this state wide
reading program. I am also currently reaching out for a few
parents who might be willing to help coach grade level teams
and also help me organize the program this year. The program
runs through February, and the kids love it. Please feel free to
stop by the library or send me an email if you are interested in
helping :) hopkins_j@4j.lane.edu.
3rd to 5th Grade Division
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The Ark Plan by Laura Martin
Aru Shah and the End of Time by Roshani Chokshi
Clayton Byrd Goes Underground by Rita WilliamsGarcia
Fablehaven by Brandon Mull
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos
Just Dance by Patricia MacLachlan
Malala: My Story of Standing Up for Girls’ Rights by
Malala Yousafzai
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Out of Left Field by Ellen Klages
Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban
Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary
Riding Freedom by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Stef Soto, Taco Queen by Jennifer Torres
Wishtree by Katherine Applegate
The Wizards of Once by Cressida Cowell

CALLING ALL SUPERHEROES!
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Howard Elementary Tech Trot
Wednesday, October 9
PTO sponsors this annual jog-a-thon to help offset the technology
fees that have been charged to students in the past. The money
raised through this event is used to pay for technology repairs,
software subscriptions and apps, as well as replacement
equipment.
Families and friends are encouraged to pledge a specific
amount per lap or a flat amount to support their student. Visit
pledgestar.com/howard97404/ to set up your student’s account
and start requesting pledges via email, text, or social media. You
can also gather additional cash donations using the envelope
that has previously been sent home. Extra envelopes will be
available in the office if you should fill up the one provided.
The classroom with the most pledges, of any dollar amount, will
win a superhero party!
The PTO needs heroic parent volunteers to help the day of Tech
Trot. Shifts are from 8-10 and 10-noon. Join in this fun event—you
can dress up too if you want! Sign up to volunteer
PTO meetings
PTO meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 6
p.m. in the Howard cafeteria. All parents and guardians are
welcome! Everyone who attends the meeting can enter their
names in a prize drawing that takes place at the end of the
meeting.
Meetings
are
livestreamed
at https://www.facebook.com/Howard4jPTO/.
October PTO events:
October 8, PTO meeting in Howard cafeteria, 6:00
October 9, Tech Trot (jogathon)
October 24, Noodles and Co. restaurant fundraiser--—eat at
Noodles and Co. and earn money for Howard! Flyer coming
soon.
School Pictures are Coming!
School pictures will be on October 17th. – SMILE!
Upcoming Events
10/8 – PTO Meeting, 6:00
10/9– Open House, 5:45 – 7:00
10/10 – Professional Development, No School
10/11 – State Inservice, No School
10/17- School Pictures
10/22 –Site Council, 2:30
10/28-PTO Noodles and Co Fundraiser 4:00 – 9:00
10/31 – Halloween Parade, 8:10
11/03– Daylight Savings Time Starts
11/06– Parent – Teacher Conferences 4:00 – 8:00
11/07 – Parent – Teacher Conferences 8:00 – 8:00 – No School
11/08 – Conferences Comp Day for Teachers – No School
11/11 – Veteran’s Day – No School
11/12 – PTO Meeting, 6:00
11/25– Site Council, 2:30
11/28-29- Thanksgiving Break

Many of our youngest students miss 10 percent of the school year—about 18 days a year or just two days every month.
Chronic absenteeism in kindergarten, and even preK, can predict lower test scores, poor attendance and retention in later
grades, especially if the problem persists for more than a year. Do you know how many young children are chronically
absent in your school or community?

What families can do
Kindergarten and 1st grade classes often have absenteeism rates as
high as those in high school. Many of these absences are excused, but
they still add up to lost time in the classroom.

in kindergarten and 1st grade are chronically absent.
In some schools, it’s as high as 1 in 4.1

If children don’t show up for school regularly, they miss out on
fundamental reading and math skills and the chance to build a habit of
good attendance that will carry them into college and careers.

Find out what day school starts and make sure
your child has the required shots.

Preliminary data from a California study found that children who were
chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade were far less likely to
read proficiently at the end of 3rd grade.

Build regular routines for bed time and the
morning.
Talk about the importance of regular
attendance and about how your child feels
about school.
Don’t permit missing school unless your child is
truly sick. Use a thermometer to check for a
fever. Remember that stomach aches and
headaches may be signs of anxiety.
Avoid medical appointments and extended
trips when school is in session.
Keep a chart recording your child’s attendance
at home. At the end of the week, talk with your
child about what you see.

miss too much
school. They’re also
more likely to suffer
academically.1

are chronically
absent.2

Develop back up plans for getting to school if
something comes up. Ask a family member,
neighbor or another parent for help

miss too much
school when
families move.2

1

Chang, Hedy; Romero, Mariajose, Present, Engaged and Accounted For: The Critical Importance of Addressing Chronic Absence in the Early Grades, National Center for Children in Poverty: NY: NY, September 2008.

2

Chronic Absence in Utah, Utah Education Policy Center at the University of Utah, 2012.

3

Attendance in Early Elementary Grades: Association with Student Characteristics, School Readiness and Third Grade Outcomes, Applied Survey Research. May 2011.
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Seek support from school staff or community
groups to help with transportation, health
problems, or no safe path to school.
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Bike

Bike obstacle course!
Bike smoothies!
Bring your own bikes
or use ours!

Rodeo

Tuesday, October 8th, 2:25-4:00 at Howard’s playground
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Enrolling now!

After School Enrichment With Play-Well TEKnologies

STEM Challenge with LEGO® Materials
Master your engineering skills with Play-Well TEKnologies and tens of thousands of LEGO® parts! Apply
real-world concepts in physics, engineering, and architecture through engineer-designed projects such
as: Catapults, Pneumatic Cranes, Arch Bridges, and Battletracks! Design and build as never before, and
explore your craziest ideas in a supportive environment.
Fridays: September 27th - December 13th (No Class 10/11, 11/8, 11/29)
1:15-2:45pm
Open to Girls and Boys in Grades 1-5
$132 for 8 weeks

Questions? Jennifer Gaona, jennifer@play-well.org or 602-317-7448

Please register at www.play-well.org

LEGO®, the LEGO logo, and the brick and knob configuration are trademarks of the LEGO Group.
©2017 The LEGO Group. These programs are not authorized, sponsored or endorsed by the LEGO Group.

at Howard Elementary

